2026 LINNEAN SOCIETY OF NSW
NATURAL HISTORY FIELD SYMPOSIUM

NATURAL HISTORY OF THE NEW ENGLAND REGION
Dates: Tuesday 3rd November to Thursday Sth November 2026
Venue: University of New England, Armidale, NSW

FIRST CIRCULAR and CALL for PAPERS

FIRST CIRCULAR

Over the past 15 years the Linnean Society of New
South Wales has been active in organising a series
of field symposia highlighting aspects of natural
history in the mid North Coast around Port Macquarie
(2010), Royal National Park (2012), Jenolan Caves
(2013), Belubula Valley (2015), Snowy Mountains
National Park (2017), Warrumbungles National Park
(2018), Blue Mountains National Park (2019), the
Northeastern Sydney Basin encompassing Ku-ring-gai
Chase National Park (2022), and the South Coast of
NSW (2024).

Focus of the 2026 field symposium will be on the
New England region of NSW which, in its broadest
definition, includes the high ground of the Northern
Tablelands extending north from the Moonbi Ranges to
the Queensland border, together with the Northwestern
Slopes area adjacent to the west of the Great Dividing
Range. National Parks protect much of geomorphic and
biological diversity along the elevated eastern flank of
the region, while to the west the Nandewar Ranges
near Narrabri includes Mount Kaputar National Park.
Geologically, the New England Orogen encompasses
all the Northern Tablelands and extends eastwards to
the coast between Port Stephens and north of Coffs
Harbour, where it underlies the Clarence-Moreton
Basin.

Following the format of previous symposia, we
envisage an initial day of scientific and general interest
talks and presentations on current research into the
geology and geodiversity, flora and fauna, ecology and
other aspects of the natural history of the New England
region, to be followed by two day-long field trips.
Armidale, home of the UNE campus, is well positioned
for access to the eastern parts of the region for field trips.
Presentations will take place in a lecture room at the
University, and catering (morning and afternoon teas,
and lunch) will be provided by the UNE Life catering
services. Accommodation will be available on campus
at Mary White College, which has a variety of room
styles. Other accommodation options are available in
the centre of Armidale.

Members of the Linnean Society of NSW will enjoy
a modest discount on registration and field trip fees.
Non-members are welcome to apply for membership
of the Society to access these discounts. For details of
membership categories and our low subscription rates,
please refer to the website of the Linnean Society of NSW.

Call for Presentations

A limited number (maximum 15) of speaking slots
of 20 minutes duration are available on the Tuesday —
two of those will be allocated to presentations already
offered. Intending speakers are welcome to contact
secretary@linneansocietynsw.org.au (attention: lan
Percival). We welcome presentations on current
research, or reviews of previous work, from students
and academic researchers, as well as citizen scientists
familiar with any aspect of the natural history of the
region. There will be an opportunity for presenters to
submit manuscripts based on their talks, to be evaluated
for publication in the Society’s Proceedings, a peer-
reviewed scientific journal which has just celebrated its
150" anniversary.

Catering
Breakfasts are provided by Mary White College as
part of their accommodation package.

Your registration fee will include coffee and tea
together with mixed platters of savory baked items and
other platters of mixed cakes and sweets. Lunch will be
held adjacent to the lecture room, and will consist of a
variety of salads, assorted wraps and sandwiches, and
seasonal fruit platters. All common dietary preferences
can be catered for — please specify these on your
registration form.

Evening meals are for your own account — there are
a variety of options available in town.

Preliminary Field Trip details

Transport will be in a spacious coach with driver
provided by a local bus company. A light lunch and
cool drinks will be included in the fee. Bring your own
snacks and extra water.




The first field trip will proceed on the Waterfall
Way east of Armidale, visiting the main waterfalls
and gorges, with bushwalks to lookouts. Botanical,
zoological and geological highlights observed on these
walks will be explained in the Abstracts and Field
Guide booklet (provided as part of the registration
package). The second field trip will be in the region
west and north of Armidale, extending as far as Guyra.
Similar to the first field trip day, the flora of the area
and its relationship to the underlying varied geology
will be documented in the field guide and explained by
local experts. Hopefully some birds and reptiles will
make their appearance as well.

Though a preliminary quote has been obtained, this
could vary by movements in fuel costs.

Indicative costs
Subject to change — final fees will be available in the
Second Circular, in May/June).

Registration for one day of presentations at UNE,
including lunch & morning/afternoon teas:

Students $50; Members of the Linnean Society of NSW
$60; all other attendees $80

Field trips per day, including transport, lunch (wraps)
& juice/water:

Students $60; Members of the Linnean Society of NSW
$75; all other attendees $100

NEW ENGLAND REGION SYMPOSIUM
REGISTRATION FORM -

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Return to
secretary@linneansocietynsw.org.au

NAME:

Contact details (email):

Member of the Linnean Society of NSW: Y /N
Student (proof of status will be required): Y /N

I am interested in attending the day of presentations: Y / N

I plan to present a talk: Y / N [please tell us the title]

I plan to attend Day 1 of the Field trips: Y /N
I plan to attend Day 2 of the Field trips: Y /N

[It is possible to attend just the field trips, or just one of the two days, but preference will be given to those

also attending the day of presentations]






