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NEW MEMBERS: We welcome:  
Ms. Ursula Bonzol; Mr. Richard Clezy; Mrs. Julia McLachlan; Mrs. Carolyn Murtagh;  
Ms. Rachel Yeomans.  
 

 
 

ARTICLES RECENTLY PUBLISHED IN VOLUME 144 
 
R.J. Conroy, U.A. Bonzol, J.J. Illingsworth, J.E. Martyn, P.B. Mitchell, I.G. Percival, A.M. Robinson, D.F. 
Robson, and J.B. Walsh: The Natural and Cultural History of the Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion, New South 
Wales. 
 
R.F. Warner: An intimate history of leaderships: Sydney University’s Department of Geography, 1921-
1997. 
 
 

All recent papers published in the Proceedings (from vol. 133) are freely available from 
https://ojs-prod.library.usyd.edu/index.php/LIN 

Earlier volumes are available from: www.biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/6525 
 

Please check regularly the Society’s home page for recently uploaded papers by going to 
“linneansocietynsw” then click “Journal (Proceedings)”. 
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OBITUARY – Mr John Walker 
 
It is with regret that Council records the passing in early November, of one of its oldest continuous 
members, John Walker (Honorary Member), of Baulkham Hills NSW, who was elected in 1952.  After 
completing Agricultural Science (Hons) at the University of Sydney in 1951, John spent his entire 
career working as a plant pathologist for the NSW Department of Agriculture. Even after his 
retirement in 1990, he remained highly active in his field. For more than half a century John identified 
specimens, provided advice, authored scientific publications, and established, managed, and protected 
nationally significant collections. He was a valuable colleague and mentor to those around him. He had 
a major impact and was a highly respected figure, both within Australia and internationally, in the field 
of taxonomic mycology.    
  

 
 
Abstract of the talk “Looking for Bennelong” by Dr Peter Mitchell OAM 
Held at the State Library on Wednesday 26 October 2022 at 6:00pm  

In the earliest years of the settlement of Warrane five Aboriginal people interacted intensively 
with three Britons and a cat in exploring one another’s social values and the country they were 
beginning to share. The extraordinary life stories of Bennelong, Bungaree, Boorong, Phillip, Flinders, 
Bass and others are worthy of Shakespeare, but all are poorly known today and even their graves were 
lost or diminished with time.  The grave site of Bennelong, Boorong and Nanbaree was identified in 
2011, Flinders remains were found and relocated in 2019, and both Phillip and Flinders are well 
acknowledged with memorials. But memorials to the Aboriginal players are almost invisible. In this 
age of the Uluru Statement from the Heart, Dr Peter Mitchell will make a case for developing 
Bennelong’s grave site as a symbol of reconciliation in the political process. The NSW Government 
funded site purchase, the Australian Government has yet to come to the party. 
 

 
 

2022 Linnean Society of NSW Natural History of the Northeastern Sydney Basin Symposium 
The Linnean Society of NSW held its 2022 symposium on 17 November at the conference centre at 
Hornsby RSL, with 16 presentations given to an audience of 60 registrants. The field excursion on the 
following day (18 November) was held in perfect weather. 30 participants visited West Head and 
Bobbin Head areas in Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park, the Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Garden and an 
Aboriginal rock engraving site at Mt Ku-ring-gai. We appreciate the assistance of Clarke Bus Charters 
in providing comfortable transport and a very proficient driver on the day. 

A 24-page booklet in full colour, containing abstracts of all presentations, together with a field guide to 
the excursion stops, is available for $5 at future public lectures conducted by the Society, or can be 
ordered from the Secretary at $5 + postage. 
 

 West Head, looking over Pittwater to 
Barranjoey Headland and the mouth of 
the Hawkesbury River. Dr John Pickett is 
explaining to field excursion participants, 
the significance of the Pleistocene Sea 
level rise that created this landscape. 
Photograph by David Barnes, 18th 
November, 2022. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS FROM THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH FUNDS 

Application forms for all Research Funds may be obtained from the Society’s Home Page 
« http://linneansocietynsw.org.au » 

 
Intending applicants: Please read instructions carefully. 

§ 
WILLIAM MACLEAY MICROBIOLOGY SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH FUND 

 
Grants are available from the William Macleay Microbiology Scientific Research Fund to support original 
research in an Australian context within the field of Microbiology. 

Applications will be accepted from postgraduate and Honours degree students at recognised 
Australian Universities who are undertaking full-time or part-time studies with a microbiological 
emphasis.  

Applications are also encouraged from amateur or professional microbiologists, whether in 
employment as such or not, who can demonstrate a level of achievement in original research in 
Microbiology. 
In awarding grants, the Council of the Society will assess: 

a) Realistic costing and timetable 
b) The quality of the project  
c) The applicant's ability to carry it out  
d) The likelihood that successful completion of the research will lead to publication or other 

useful dissemination of research results. 
 

The total amount of Fund money available for awards in any year will depend on interest income 
received by the Fund over the preceding year and thus the maximum per application may vary from 
year to year. The current limits are: $2,000 for Members of the Linnean Society of New South Wales and 
$1,200 for non-members. Successful awards may be less than the amount requested when quality 
applications exceed money available.  

The Society envisages that grants would normally be used for items such as travel within 
Australia, equipment, photographic and other expenses, but not for subsistence, travel to conferences, 
or thesis preparation. 

Applications are not restricted to members, but other things being equal, members of the Society 
will be given preference. 

The closing date for applications is March 1 in any year. In exceptional circumstances, 
emergency support may be available at another times.  Please contact the secretary before submitting 
an application. 

Applications should be made on the Fund’s application form. Supporting documents should be 
added to the end and the entire application should be submitted as a single PDF file. 

The application must include a short summary (up to 200 words) about the project, to be 
published in the LinnSoc News if the applicant is successful. 

 
Any publication arising from work supported by the William Macleay Microbiology Scientific 

Research Fund should include an acknowledgement to that effect. 
Any type material generated by studies supported by these grants should be lodged in the 

collections of an appropriate scientific institution. 
An application form may be obtained from the website or from the Secretary of the Society.  
 
 The Council's decision regarding the award or non-award of grants from the William 

Macleay Microbiology Scientific Research Fund is final, and no correspondence will be entered 
into. 
 
Submit your signed application by email to: secretary@linneansocietynsw.org.au 

 
§ 
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BETTY MAYNE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH FUND FOR EARTH SCIENCES 

 
The Betty Mayne Scientific Research Fund for Earth Sciences provides financial assistance to support 
short term original research projects in all aspects of the earth sciences. 
 

Applications will be accepted from postgraduate and honours students, amateur or professional 
geologists who can demonstrate a level of achievement in original research in Earth Sciences. 

Projects proposed for support do not have to be restricted to Australian locations or specimens, 
but, given the Society's interests in the natural history of Australia, they must demonstrate a strong 
Australian context. 
 In awarding grants, the Council of the Society will assess: 

a) Realistic costing and timetable 
b) The quality of the project  
c) The applicant's ability to carry it out  
d) The likelihood that successful completion of the research will lead to publication or other 

useful dissemination of research results. 
 

The total amount of Fund money available for awards in any year will depend on interest income 
received by the Fund over the preceding year and thus the maximum per application may vary from 
year to year. The current limits are: $2,000 for Members of the Linnean Society of New South Wales and 
$1,200 for non-members. Successful awards may be less than the amount requested when quality 
applications exceed money available.  

The Society envisages that grants would normally be used for items such as travel within 
Australia, equipment, photographic and other expenses, but not for subsistence, travel to conferences, 
or thesis preparation. 

Applications are not restricted to members, but other things being equal, members of the Society 
will be given preference. 

 
The closing date for applications is March 1 in any year. In exceptional circumstances, 

emergency support may be available at another times.  Please contact the secretary before applying. 
 
Applications should be made on the Fund’s application form. Supporting documents should be 

added to the end and the entire application should be submitted as a single PDF file. 
 
The application must include a short summary (up to 200 words) about the project, to be 

published in the LinnSoc News if the applicant is successful. 
 
Any publication arising from work supported by the Betty Mayne Scientific Research Fund for 

Earth Sciences should include an acknowledgement to that effect. 
 
Any type material generated by studies supported by these grants should be lodged in the 

collections of an appropriate scientific institution. 
 
An application form may be obtained from the website or from the Secretary of the Society.  
 
 The Council's decision regarding the award or non-award of grants from the Betty Mayne 

Scientific Research Fund for Earth Sciences is final, and no correspondence will be entered into. 
 
Submit your signed application by email to secretary@linneansocietynsw.org.au 
 

§  
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JOYCE W VICKERY SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH FUND 

 
Grants from the Joyce W. Vickery Scientific Research Fund are intended to support worthy research in 
those fields of the Biological Sciences that fall within the range of interests of the Society, especially 
natural history research within Australia. 
 

Applications will be accepted from postgraduate and Honours degree students at recognised 
Australian Universities who are undertaking full-time or part-time studies with a biological emphasis.  

 
Applications are also encouraged from amateur or professional biologists, whether in 

employment as such or not, who can demonstrate a level of achievement in original research in 
Biological Sciences. 
 
 In awarding grants, the Council of the Society will assess: 

a) Realistic costing and timetable 
b) The quality of the project  
c) The applicant's ability to carry it out  
d) The likelihood that successful completion of the research will lead to publication or other 

useful dissemination of research results. 
 

The total amount of Fund money available for awards in any year will depend on interest income 
received by the Fund over the preceding year and thus the maximum per application may vary from 
year to year. The current limits are: $2,000 for Members of the Linnean Society of New South Wales and 
$1,200 for non-members. Successful awards may be less than the amount requested when quality 
applications exceed money available.  

 
The Society envisages that grants would normally be used for items such as travel within 

Australia, equipment, photographic and other expenses, but not for subsistence, travel to conferences, 
or thesis preparation. 

 
Applications are not restricted to members, but other things being equal, members of the Society 

will be given preference. 
The closing date for applications is March 1 in any year. In exceptional circumstances, 

emergency support may be available at another times.  Please contact the secretary before applying. 
Applications should be made on the Fund’s application form. Supporting documents should be 

added to the end and the entire application should be submitted as a single PDF file. 
 
The application must include a short summary (up to 200 words) about the project, to be 

published in the LinnSoc News if the applicant is successful. 
Any publication arising from work supported by the Joyce W. Vickery Scientific Research Fund 

should include an acknowledgement to that effect. 
Any type material generated by studies supported by these grants should be lodged in the 

collections of an appropriate scientific institution. 
An application form may be obtained from the website or from the Secretary of the Society.  
 
 The Council's decision regarding the award or non-award of grants from the Joyce W 

Vickery Scientific Research Fund is final, and no correspondence will be entered into. 
 

Submit your signed application by email to secretary@linneansocietynsw.org.au  
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1 4 7 A G M _ [ 2 0 2 2 ] _ m i n u t e s  

Linnea n  Soc ie ty  o f  New Sou th  Wales  
 

Minutes of  the  1 47th  Annual General Meeting,  held in t he  Charles Moo re  Room,  Royal  
Botanic  Gardens Sydney on Wednesday,  March 16,  2022  at 6: 00pm  
 
CHAIRPERSON:    Dr Ian Percival 
 
PRESENT: Fifteen members and friends (names recorded in the attendance book). 
 
APOLOGIES:  A/Prof Paul Adam, Dr Mike Augee, Dr Barbara Briggs, Prof. Anders Hallengren, Dr Helen Martin, 
Dr Peter Myerscough, Ms Janet Ryan 
 
MINUTES: 

The minutes of the one hundred and forty sixth Annual General Meeting, held on March 24, 2021 were 
distributed. It was moved (B. Welch) and seconded (R. King) that the minutes as circulated be accepted as a true 
record. CARRIED. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 

The Treasurer presented the audited financial report for 2021 and distributed notes to accompany the 
2021 balance sheets. 

It was moved (I. Percival) and seconded (I. Hill) that the audited accounts for 2021 and the Treasurer's 
report be accepted. CARRIED. 

 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  

The Chairman reported on the affairs of the Society for the year 2021. It was moved (R. King) and 
seconded (B. Welch) that the Chairman’s report be accepted. CARRIED. 

The Chairman expressed, on behalf of the Society, appreciation for the work done by all Council 
members. 

The Chairman thanked the Editor, Michael Augee, expertly assisted by Cr Bruce Welch for managing the 
Society’s Proceedings through all stages of production. 

The Chairman expressed thanks to the Royal Botanic Gardens and Trust for providing facilities for the 
AGM. 
 
DECLARATION OF ELECTIONS:  

Council 
 As the number of nominations for Council did not exceed the number of vacancies (six), no voting was 
necessary. Having received no other nominations for Council, the following five retiring Council members were 
declared by the Chairman re-elected to Council for three years: Dan Bickel, Jean Claude Herremans, David Keith, 
Robert King and Bruce Welch; Ian Hill (previously filling a casual vacancy) was formally declared elected to 
Council. 
 

President 
 There being no other nominations, the Council nominee, Dr Ian Percival was declared elected as 
President of the Society for 2022. CARRIED by acclamation. 
 

Auditor 
 There being no other nominations for auditors, it was moved (I. Percival, from the Chair) that the 
current firm, Phil Williams Carbonara, be retained for 2022. CARRIED. 
 
 A vote of appreciation was moved from Robert King thanking the President Dr Ian Percival for his 
competence as President and his careful handling of the Society’s funds as Treasurer during these very difficult 
times.  
 As there was no further business, Dr Ian Percival declared the meeting closed at 6:20pm. 
 

Presidential Address.  The Presidential Address for 2022 by Dr Ian Percival: 
 

“Recent scientific research into the Ordovician System in Australia.” 
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    THE LINNEAN SOCIETY 

         OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

 
                
       

Notice of 2023 Annual General Meeting 
      
 
The 148th Annual General Meeting of the Society, at which Council will report to Members on the 
affairs of the Society during 2022, will be held at 6pm on 22nd March 2023 in the Charles Moore Room 
in the Anderson Building, Royal Botanic Gardens, Mrs Macquaries Road, Sydney.  
 
Members and guests are invited to join the Council of the Society for wine, juice, and light 
refreshments from 5:30pm. 
 
Six members of Council are due to retire at this AGM: Hayley Bates, Doug Benson, Peter Olde,  
John Pickett, Helen Smith, and Karen Wilson and all offer themselves for re-election.  
 
Council recommends the election of Karen Wilson as President of the Society for 2023. 
 
Council recommends the reappointment of the current auditors, Phil Williams Carbonara. 
 
Further nominations are invited for vacancies on Council (6), the office of President, and Auditor. 
Nominees must be financial Ordinary Members (which also includes Life Members and Retired 
Members) of the Society. The nominations must be signed by at least two financial Ordinary Members 
of the Society and countersigned by the nominee in token of their willingness to accept such office. 
 
Nominations must be received by the Secretary at PO Box 291, Manly NSW 1655 by 31 January 
2023. 
 

Notice of Special General Meeting to be held immediately after the AGM 
 
In order to change any of the Rules & By-Laws which govern the operation of the Society, a motion must be put to a Special 
General Meeting with at least 7 days’ notice. If passed at that Special General Meeting, by a majority of ¾ of those present, the 
change will only come into effect once it has been ratified at a subsequent Special General Meeting and passed by a ¾ 
majority of Members present (Rules 31 & 34). 

 
The Motions to be put to the Special General Meeting are as follows:  
 
That the Rules of the Society concerning Council Meetings be amended by addition of the following 
clause: 
20 (g). Council meetings may be held in person, or by electronic means where all attendees can be 
individually recognized by separate video or audio participation. Urgent Council business between 
Meetings may be conducted by email or other forms of electronic communication. 
  
To regularise the electronic transfer of funds, the By-Laws need to be amended as follows:  
5(b). Insert the words "or electronic transfer" after the word cheque.   
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Following the AGM and the Special General Meeting, the Presidential Address for 2023 will be 
delivered by the retiring President, Dr Ian Percival. The title and summary of this address follow: 
 
GEOPARKS AND RELATED AREAS AROUND THE WORLD, ESTABLISHED FOR THEIR NATURAL 
AND CULTURAL ATTRIBUTES 
 
The UNESCO Global Geoparks Network, established in 2004 by amalgamation of the 17 European and 
8 Chinese geoparks in existence at that time (but without formal connection to UNESCO), has now 
grown to 177 geoparks in 46 countries, with more candidates embarking on the process to achieve 
formal recognition. A UNESCO Global Geopark must demonstrate geological heritage of international 
significance as the basis of its recognition. However, the purpose of a UNESCO Global Geopark is also to 
demonstrate and develop linkages between that geological heritage and all other aspects of the area's 
natural, cultural, and intangible heritages. It is self-evident to observers of the natural environment 
that geology underpins botany, zoology, and microbiology. As humans depend on and are influenced 
by all these factors in where they live, how they work, and in how they relate to their surroundings, 
the concept of a geopark is one that celebrates natural diversity influencing cultural variations 
globally. 
 
A Geopark may include geological heritage on scales ranging from World Heritage sites down to 
individual geosites and Sites of Special Scientific Interest. Often these are linked by a common theme, 
such as a volcanic landscape, or a spectacularly eroded geomorphological setting. A few examples from 
around the world that I have visited will be shown to illustrate the variety of features in Geoparks. 
  
But strangely, many very well-known natural attractions around the world that would make ideal 
geoparks are not part of the global network. For example, there are no Geoparks in the USA, and 
presently none are recognized in Australia. Why is this so? And what is being done to remedy this? 
 

 
 


