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Below these dramatic cliffs are |
the Grose River and Govetts Creek.

AR visited this site on 18 January 1836 and was impressed
by the matching honzontal layers on each side of the valley. For example,
the layer of red shale haltway up the cliff is clearly indicated by the bank
of vegetation which grows there.

The vast gorge was shaped by streams erading through the uppermost
basalt layer (the youngest rocks in the area). Remnants of this layer exist
on the top of Mt Hay and Mt Banks. The eroded rock particles have been
carried out 1o sea by the Grose and Hawkesbury Rivers,
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The striking vertical sand stone cliffs above the steep slopes have come
about because of the layers of softer shales and coal below them. The shale
erodes more readily as it expands and contracts in wet and dry weather.
This results in undercutting of the cliff face, which fractures vertically and
collapses in large blocks.

For more information about how the Blue

Mountains formed, look for ‘Layers of Time'
book at tha National Fark Shop.
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Below ihese dramatic cliffs are
the Grose River and Govetts Creek.

gvisited this site on 18 January 1836 and was mpressed

by the match:ng horizontal layers on each side of the valley. For example,
the layer of red shale halfway up the chﬁ is clearly indicated by the bank
of vegetation which grows there.




Hanging Swamp at
Wentworth Falls Lake
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Little Bay Geological Site

Profike af the sofimeniary

denokins

‘ Tupg karmatitn [nnri'wnsh’w';l'h sapdstisne bolders)

. Little ey Shale [estuatine mud)

Hawkeshury Sandstane hedrock]

s Weathered Laterite Cruyt

& 5indstone Boulders

About 20 mullon wears age, @ e
eroded a deep channel nio the
santstone which ies underneath this
ared, This channel became parthy Nilled
with estuaring muds whivh fontmn
important scientific evidénce

Same of the leaf fossis in the mud
dre: mangooves, which grew in the
shatlow tdat river wator The layers
afmud reveal -11-1-'|rli1.|'..-r|n atiout the
height af the sea at this time
Thetop layer indicates that the sea
levie! thien was 28 metres higher than
now.AS the water receded, sanid and
sandstone bBouiders rolled down or
washed inta the channel and buned
the mud, hiling the vpper part of the
channel, soothat anly & shallow
||F_"FIH_'}.‘-.'-:I['I r:_'rnalr.i'ri

Stibsequent changes in climaty
conditiong have created

dorust of latente, a rust-red soil
type, which hascovered the carly
sandstone and the sand which flled
the channel Because there has been
Hethe eroston in thsarea) thns
genlogical evidenee Nas surived

wnoisturoed .iI'.-"l 15 dn |mg

Study@anca for today's scieninss

Little Bay s sigmificant to imdigenogs
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